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Self-Help Enterprises (SHE) is a nationally recognized community devel-
opment organization whose mission is to work together with low-income 
families to build and sustain healthy homes and communities. SHE’s ef-

forts in the San Joaquin Valley – an area comprised of Kern, Kings, Fres-
no, Madera, Mariposa, Merced, Stanislaus, and Tulare County – encom-
pass a range of programs, including mutual self-help housing, sewer and 
water development, housing rehabilitation, multifamily rental housing and 
homebuyer programs.  

Since 1965, SHE has served low-income individuals and families, many 
who provide the source of labor for the San Joaquin Valley’s largely agri-
cultural region. Recognizing that these families find little except substand-
ard housing in existing stock and have insufficient income to qualify for 
standard new home loans, SHE has competed for scarce financial re-
sources to expand the supply of decent, affordable housing and helped 
bridge the gulf between dreams of homeownership and reality.  

With funding assistance from U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Sec-
tion 502 Direct Loan Program, rural residents build their single-family, ener-
gy-efficient homes under the mutual self-help housing program, with home-
owners providing over 65% of the construction labor for a period of eight to 
12 months. Upon completion, these families have new homes in a safe and 
secure neighborhood. Without USDA-funded programs, many families 
would never rise out of the cycle of poverty and build their financial assets. 

Today, Self-Help Enterprises is the largest producer of mutual self-help housing in the nation with 6,206 
homes built under program. Additionally, SHE has built and operates 1,347 units of rental housing that pro-
vides residents with access to key community services. SHE’s combined efforts have touched the lives of 
more than 55,000 low-income families, providing security and stability for families and building more produc-
tive communities. 

Parksdale, CA

The rural unincorporated community of Parksdale, CA, had not seen comprehensive housing opportunities 
for local working families for many years. Combining funding from USDA Sections 502 and 523, Low-Income 
Housing Tax Credits, HOME and CDBG, Parksdale Village is being developed and will include 126 mutual 
self-help homes (49 are completed), two affordable rental housing communities (96 units total), a new water 
well, sewer lift station, and park improvements. 

The self-help homes are being completed in phases of 40 units each. 
USDA Rural Development provided nearly $6 million in loans to build 
the first phase of homes for families who are unable to buy decent 
housing through conventional methods. The two rental housing pro-
jects feature 48 units each, a playground, basketball court, community 
center, and computer lab. SHE provides health and nutrition, work 
readiness, and afterschool programs. 

In addition to providing affordable housing opportunities, SHE worked 
with Madera County to improve the park built by SHE in the center of 
Parksdale Village, which includes playground equipment and a full 
soccer field. SHE’s role as a catalyst in creating diverse housing op-
tions and essential services is creating a sustainable community of 
opportunity in Parksdale. 

CONTACT:  
Tom Collishaw 
(559) 802)-1689 
tomc@selfhelpenterprises.org  
 

ORGANIZATION FACTS:  
Web: 
www.selfhelpenterprises.org  
Year Founded: 1965 
Location: Visalia, CA  
Footprint: Local 
 

By the Numbers: 
(for 1965 to present)  

 55,631 families assisted 
 7,542 low-income housing 

units developed 
 160 communities served by 

water/sewer projects 
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