The mission of the Coachella Valley Housing Coalition (CVHC) is to im-

prove the living conditions of low-income individuals and families by con-
structing and operating affordable housing infused with resident services
CONTACT: programs and other enrichment opportunities.

f#g&%ﬂsﬁg For 35 years, CVHC has been making a difference in the lives of the work-
Julie.bornstein@cvhc.org ing poor, farmworkers, and other low-income individuals and their families.
California has a severe shortage of affordable housing. Findings of recent
\/OVRQANIZATION FACTS: studies indicate that Californians are finding home ownership increasingly
eb: www.cvhc.org ) . . ! . .
Year Founded: 1982 unattainable, with lower-income earners being priced right out of the state.
Location: Indio, CA The high housing costs make it difficult for many Californians to find hous-
Footprint: Local ing that is affordable and meets their needs. In an effort to address these
By the Numbers: issues, CVHC offers homeownership opportunity through its Mutual Self-
(for 2015-2016) Help Housing program and affordable rental housing for low-income house-
SVl BVEEICRRCIECUELE  holds. Recognizing that people need more than housing to thrive, CVHC

e 205 families assisted ; ; ; . . .
e 100% of families served prov.ld.es a myrlad of Resident Services programs to enrich the lives of peo
ple living in its housing.

CVHC uses the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Section 523 Mu-
tual Self-Help Housing Program, which is paired with USDA Section 502 Direct Loans, and is the only federal
program to combine sweat equity homeownership opportunities, technical assistance, and affordable home
loans for rural Americans. Section 523 grantees like CVHC use technical assistance funds to assist in pre-
purchase counseling, to package 502 loans for self-help families, and for construction supervision. This pro-
gram targets low- and very low-income households who would otherwise be unable to access safe housing
and affordable credit options, providing them an opportunity for homeownership and economic mobility. In
FY 2016 CVHC utilized $4,171,263 in USDA financing from Sections 502 and 523.

were low-mod income

Thanks to their own hard work and guidance from CVHC, 205 families have completed the construction of
their own single family homes in Los Jardines through the Mutual Self-Help Housing program in Coachella,
California. Coachella has a median income of $40,423 and an unemployment rate of 8.3 percent. The pov-
erty rate is over 38 percent. A study ranked California as having the third highest housing wage: in order to
rent a two bedroom unit, tenants must have an hourly wage of $28.59 per hour and work 114 hours per
week. CVHC has a wait list of 8,258 persons for its Mutual Self-Help
Housing program.

Sixty-percent of the Los Jardines homeowners have incomes that fall with-
in 31 percent to 50 percent of the area median income of Riverside County.
Los Jardines Mutual Self-Help Housing was able to reach very low-income
households because of a combination of cost-reducing program elements
that included their own sweat equity labor and affordable permanent fi-
nancing from USDA. The total cost of the project was $34,595,107.

The Self-Help Housing program also creates jobs. By building 205 single-
family homes, the Los Jardines project helped create 600 year-long jobs.
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