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Habitat for Humanity Douglas 
County Minnesota, Inc.

Alexandria, MN

IMPACT (2011-2020)
• 3 direct jobs created or

retained
• 27 households/families

assisted
• 27 new homes constructed,

(100% low-and-moderate-
income)

• $4 million in total financing
secured

• www.hfhdouglascounty.org

Habitat for Humanity of Douglas County Minnesota 
(Habitat of Douglas County) is part of a global, nonprofit 
housing organization that builds strength, stability and 
self-reliance though shelter. Our mission: seeking to put 
God’s love into action, Habitat for Humanity brings people 
together to build homes, communities and hope. Our 
shared vision is a world where everyone has a decent place 
to live. 

The need for affordable housing continues to grow.  When 
families spend more than 30% of their income on housing, 
the struggle to make ends meet increases causing them to 
make impossible choices between safe homes, nutritious 
food, health care, access to good schools, and reliable 
transportation. This results in being denied the personal 
and economic stability that safe, decent and affordable 
housing provides. Strong and stable homes help build 
strong and stable communities.

Founded in 1997 as an all-volunteer organization, Habitat 
of Douglas County has built or improved 72 homes 
and completed 26 Aging in Place projects in Douglas 

ABOUT

County, Minnesota.  Habitat homes are a hand-up not a hand out. Habitat homeowners purchase 
the homes from Habitat with an affordable mortgage. Homeowners are selected according to 
established criteria: ability to pay, need for housing and willingness to partner. With a shared 
goal of providing safe, modest and affordable housing opportunities at or below 80% of the 
area median income, the partnership between Habitat and USDA 502 programs allows both 
organizations to help more people obtain affordable housing, increasing the positive impact of 
both organizations.  USDA has access to qualified homebuyers in rural areas and can be confident 
that the homeowners are set up for success through the Habitat homeownership support process 
and Habitat is able to obtain financing for the home at closing increasing program sustainability.

Since 2011, the USDA 502 program has financed 27 Habitat of Douglas County homes totaling 
$4,035,800 and financed 73 percent of the homes Habitat of Douglas County has built.

Lori Anderson, lori@hfhdouglascounty.org
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SUCCESS STORY

MORE ON HABITAT FOR 
HUMANITY, DOUGLAS 
COUNTY

• $4,035,849.00 financed through
the USDA 502 program

• Habitat Douglas County has
been recognized by Habitat for
Humanity International as a
top 10 builder based on 5-year
construction trends among their
peers in small markets

• 72 homes built/improved since
founding

ABOUT

The 2020 median income of Douglas County is 
$79,400 with an unemployment rate of 3.3 percent 
and poverty rate of 8.8 percent.  In 2017, the median 
home value in Douglas County was $197,200 whose 
homeowner needed a salary of $59,160 to afford 
the home. In 2019, the average income of a Habitat 
homeowner was $27,258. To meet the demand 
for affordable homes as outlined in a 2018 City of 
Alexandria study, Habitat has been identified as part 
of the solution.

Since 2011, 27 local families – 73 percent of our 
homeowners -- have purchased Habitat od Douglas 
County homes with financing through the USDA 502 
program.  Working in conjunction, this partnership 
has benefited all parties:  USDA through being 
exposed to more qualified homeowners, Habitat 
through alternate financing and servicing the loans 
and the homeowners through payment assistance 
options if needed.

Locally, Habitat homeowners have experienced increased financial independence and stability, 
quality family time, improved health and self-confidence.  One homeowner paid off one of her 
student loans within the first year of homeownership because she knew her monthly payment, 
could budget better and had money left at the end of the month. Another homeowner no longer 
needed the governmental assistance programs she had utilized.

Affordable homeownership – such as the partnership between 
Habitat and USDA – creates opportunities for families to 
make lifelong memories, provides stability for every family 
member and allows homeowners the ability to be independent, 
generating success in many areas of their lives for generations 
to come.




