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At 65 years old, Ms. Violet Lewis lived in a poorly insulated home built by her father in Harlan County, Kentucky. 
One night, in 2010, she lost all of her possessions in a fire. Because she lived on a fixed income, she was 
unable to finance a new home and was forced to rent an old trailer. After paying her rent and utility bills, Ms. 
Lewis had only $4 each month.   
 
Her fortune changed in 2011 when Ms. Lewis learned about Fahe 
member Christian Outreach with Appalachian People (COAP). By 
partnering with Fahe’s JustChoice Lending program, COAP helped 
Ms. Lewis secure a $38,000 USDA Section 502 Direct loan and 
$60,000 in gap financing to build a new home. 
 
Ms. Lewis’ new home in Loyall, Kentucky was the first energy-
efficient home built in the county. At every step, from design to 
insulation, the house was built to prevent energy loss and to 
ensure it heats and cools as efficiently as possible. With a Home 
Energy Rating System (HERS) score of 65, Ms. Lewis’ utility bills 
have decreased from $300 a month to $60 a month on average. 
 
Ms. Lewis shares the love of her new home with everyone she 
talks to. “I am home again! I am the happiest person there ever 
was. I don’t have to worry about freezing in the winter.  I am home.” 

Ms. Violet Lewis 

Kentucky   Fahe  

Fahe is a network organization operating in 10 states, including Kentucky, West Virginia, 
Virginia, Maryland, Indiana, Ohio, Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, and Florida. Its 
mission is to create life-changing opportunity for people by providing a platform for peer 
exchange, training, technical assistance, and access to capital and finance opportunities. 
Together, its network collaboratively serves tens of thousands of families each year, 
bringing hope to the region, at scale.  

Fahe is able to serve this underserved region so effectively because of its membership 
network, which includes more than 50 local nonprofit organizations across Kentucky, West 
Virginia, Virginia, Tennessee, Alabama, and Maryland. Fahe’s membership serves as boots-
on-the-ground, community liaisons, allowing Fahe to leverage its expertise through local 
partners to affect change in those in locations where traditional markets have failed. 

Fahe was founded in 1980 to promote affordable housing in Appalachia. Since that time, it 
has expanded its goals to not only be a leader in housing, but to partner with other 
organizations to impact regional issues, such as energy efficiency, health, education, and 
assistance for the aging and elderly. 

One of the ways it achieves this impact is by having a diverse set of business lines that rely 
on partnership to serve the region. Fahe's Mortgage Lending division, JustChoice Lending, 

has partnered with the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture (USDA) and key lenders, such as J.P. Morgan Chase, to secure $37 million in 
single-family mortgage loans for Fiscal Year 2014 (FY14). Fahe's Consulting division routinely works with city governments in 
the region to improve infrastructure, provide economic development, and neighborhood revitalization. Fahe also has a 
Community Lending Fund, which offers financing for multifamily housing projects, community facilities, and medical facilities 
throughout Appalachia. 
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(Fiscal Year 2014) 
Year Founded: 1980 
Location: Berea, KY 
Households Assisted Through 
55-Member Network: 8,725  
Financing Secured: $80M 
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