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Home in the rural colonias outside of Eagle Pass TX, before and after 
rehabilitation. This home is representative of self-built homes of low wage 

earning farmworkers trying to capture the American Dream for their families. 



Homes often lack bathrooms, kitchens, running water or hot water, insulation, 
and electricity, and easy egress in case of fire. Roofs almost always leak. Homes 

are very unsafe. Many children reside in substandard housing.



This home had a dirt floor, no working bathroom or kitchen, and daylight was visible through 
the walls. Electricity ran off a single breaker and extension cords. The roof leaked. The home 
was a fire threat. This photo shows the only room, which was a partially-framed bedroom.



This is the same room, before and after rehab.



And the kitchen, before and after rehab.



Labor was 
performed by 
farmworker 
construction 
trainees enrolled in 
Southwest Texas 
Junior College 
through MET’s 
National 
Farmworker Jobs 
Program 
employment and 
training program. 



Typical Rehab Funding:
With little labor cost, this home was rehabbed for about $17,000

Federal Funds:

• DOL-National Farmworker Jobs 
Program
• NFJP Housing Services 

• NFJP Employment & Training

Other typical:

• USDA 
• Section 306C, Section 502

• HUD

State & Local Funds:

• Contract for Deed Conversion 
(state funds)

• Local foundations

Partners:

• Community Colleges

• St Mary’s Law School 
Community Dev Law Clinic



Lives are transformed with improved homes and 
greater earning power. Graduating from the 

classroom training program is a big deal! 

The gentleman with the hat, to the right, is the 
owner of the featured home, who graduated after 

working on another farmworker’s home.



Thank You!

Kathy Tyler
MET Inc.

ktyler116@gmail.com or 
austin@metinc.org

512-965-0101 
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