
 

Vol. 17, No. 6 January 28, 2014  

  Farm Bill Agreement Includes Rural Definition Provision 
  

 Late last night, House and Senate negotiators filed a final Farm Bill agreement, 
which includes the Rural Definition provision from the Senate bill (Section 
6208). The House is scheduled to vote on the bill tomorrow. It will likely be 
voted on by the Senate this week, before heading to the President for his 
signature. 

Congress has been negotiating the Farm Bill for more than 2 years, 
overcoming heated political and regional disagreements over cuts to the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), the dairy programs, and 
direct payments to farmers. Many insiders pointed to the absence of a Farm 
Bill agreement as evidence of just how dysfunctional and partisan Capitol Hill 
had become. 

Section 6208 is a significant victory for Rural Housing organizations and 
advocates. The provision extends current law through the 2020 Census and 
increases the population threshold from 25,000 to 35,000. This will help ensure 
that low-income families--particularly those living in metro counties--will have 

https://org2.salsalabs.com/o/5172/images/FY14%20Farm%20Bill_Section%206208_Rural%20Definition_2020%20Census%20and%2035K.pdf
https://org2.salsalabs.com/o/5172/images/FY14%20Farm%20Bill_Section%206208_Rural%20Definition_2020%20Census%20and%2035K.pdf


access to critical USDA resources and programs. In addition, it will provide 
much-needed certainty to rural housing developers and organizations. 

In addition, it is important to note that the provision sweeps in not only those 
communities that were originally eligible when the grandfather clause was first 
enacted in 1990, but those that have since been deemed eligible through other 
legislation. For example, this means that communities that were deemed 
eligible through Appropriations bills or other legislation will remain eligible. 

Once enacted, this provision will become effective as of October 1, 2014. This 
is because the Rural Definition provision in the FY14 Appropriations Act bars 
USDA from using any federal funds to reclassify communities through the end 
of the fiscal year. As a result, all currently eligible communities will remain 
eligible until September 30, 2014. 

Thank you for your support, 

Sarah Mickelson 
 

 

 


