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  Tell President Obama to Make Rural Housing A Priority! 
  

 Over the last several years, USDA has proposed over $1 billion in funding cuts 
to Rural Development programs, despite the significant need for these 
resources in rural America. 

That's why Rep. Hinojosa (D-TX) is leading the effort to send a letter to the 
President to ask that Rural Development programs be a higher priority in the 
Fiscal Year 2016 (FY16) Budget Request. 

Please call your Representatives TODAY and TOMORROW and ask them 
to sign onto Rep. Hinojosa's letter to President Obama and USDA. The 
deadline for Congressional offices to sign on is Monday, December 8th. 

Last year, 59 Representatives signed on to Hinojosa's letter. This is a good 
place to start when making your calls: Blumenauer (D-OR), Bonamici (D-OR), 
Brown (D-FL), Brownley (D-CA), Bustos (D-IL), Butterfield (D-NC), Capps (D-
CA), Cartwright (D-PA), Christensen (D-VI), Clay (D-MO), Cleaver (D-MO), 
Costa (D-CA), Courtney (D-CT), DeFazio (D-OR), DelBene (D-WA), Ellison (D-
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MN), Engel (D-NY), Enyart (D-IL), Gallego (D-TX), Gene Green (D-TX), 
Grijalva (D-AZ), Hastings (D-FL), Heck (D-WA), Hinojosa (D-TX), Horsford (D-
NV), Huffman (D-CA), Jackson Lee (D-TX), Keating (D-MA), Kilmer (D-WA), 
Kuster (D-NH), Larsen (D-WA), Lujan (D-NM), Lujan Grisham (D-NM), Matsui 
(D-CA), McGovern (D-MA), McIntyre (D-NC), Michaud (D-ME), Nolan (D-MN), 
O'Rourke (D-TX), Pierluisi (D-PR), Pingree (D-ME), Pocan (D-WI), Rahall (D-
WV), Ruiz (D-CA), Ryan (D-OH), Sablan (D-MP), Schakowsky (D-IL), 
Schrader (D-OR), Sewell (D-AL), Shea-Porter (D-NH), Stivers (R-OH), 
Thompson (D-CA), Thompson (D-MS), Vargas (D-CA), Veasey (D-TX), Vela 
(D-TX), Welch (D-VT), Wilson (D-FL), and Young (R-AK). 

NRHC Report: Rural Nonprofits Boosted Economy by $380 Million and 
40,000 Jobs! 

Yesterday, NRHC released a new report, "Impact Report: The Economic and 
Human Impact of Nonprofit Organizations on Rural America," summarizing the 
results of our annual survey of over 100 rural housing and community 
development organizations. The report estimates that in 2013 alone, nonprofit 
organizations generated $380 million in economic activity and created more 
than 40,000 jobs. 

In our press release, Bob Rapoza explained that "nonprofit organizations have 
proven their ability to stretch limited federal dollars to make a real impact in 
rural America. Given tight budgets, Congress and the Administration should 
bolster rural communities by supporting these organizations---and the 
programs they use---instead of reducing them." 

Of course, we want to thank those organizations that participated in our survey 
and contributed Rural Revitalization Success Stories. This is an important tool 
that we can use on Capitol Hill to help make the case for preserving and 
increasing funding for Rural Housing programs. 

Thank you for your support, 

Sarah Mickelson 
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