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  CDBG, Tax Reform, FY15 Appropriations 
  

 CDBG 40th Anniversary 

This year marks the 40th anniversary of the Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) program. To celebrate the impact that CDBG has had in 
communities across the nation, the CDBG Coalition—NRHC participates as a 
leading member—is collecting CDBG Success Stories and asking all local, 
state, and national organizations to sign onto a letter to the Appropriations 
Committees in support of increased funding. 

Success Stories 

The Coalition will use these Success Stories when meeting with key members 
of the House and Senate Appropriations Committees as they draft the FY15 
budget. To participate, please see the list of target communities and 
the Success Story Template. Submissions are due to Vicki Watson at the 

https://org2.salsalabs.com/o/5172/images/Target%20THUD%20Subcommittee%20Members%202014.pdf
https://org2.salsalabs.com/o/5172/images/Template%20CDBG%20Success%20Story%2040th%20Anniversary.pdf


National Community Development Association 
(vwatson@ncdaonline.org) by March 5th. 

Sign On Letter 

The CDBG Coalition is asking all organizations to sign onto their letter in 
support of increased funding. To sign onto the letter, please check here. And, 
be sure to forward the letter to other organizations in your networks. The 
deadline for signatures is March 12th. 

Tax Reform 

This week, Rep. Dave Camp (R-MI), Chair of the House Ways and Means 
Committee, will be releasing his plan to overhaul the nation’s tax code. While 
details of the plan are being closely held, in the past, Rep. Camp has made it 
clear that his goal is to lower the individual and corporate tax rate to as little as 
25 percent by eliminating or dramatically reducing existing tax expenditures. 
To do so, we expect his bill will likely call for deep reductions, if not the 
elimination, of the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC), New Markets Tax 
Credit (NMTC), and others community development tax expenditures. 

It is unclear whether Rep. Camp’s plan will pass the House, let alone become 
law. While the House leadership is not blocking Rep. Camp from releasing his 
bill, they certainly do not seem very excited about putting the issue up for a 
vote before the mid-terms elections this November. Also, this is likely Rep. 
Camp’s last opportunity to move forward on tax reform, since he is coming up 
to his term-limit as Chair of the committee this year. 

FY15 Appropriations 

Although Congress just finished enacting its appropriations bill for FY14 one 
month ago, the FY15 Appropriations process is already underway. The 
President plans to release his FY15 Budget Request next week on Tuesday, 
March 4th. Since 2010, the Administration’s record on Rural Housing and Rural 
Development budgets has been awful and we do not expect the 2015 budget 
to be any different. 

Mark your calendars because we’ll need to hit the ground running, starting in 
early March. 

10,000 Friends of Rural America 

NRHC Member, Sandy Rosenblith, had made great progress in building 
support for her new initiative, 10,000 Friends of Rural America, which brings 

mailto:vwatson@ncdaonline.org
https://nlihc.wufoo.com/forms/thud-302b-signon-letter/
https://nlihc.wufoo.com/forms/thud-302b-signon-letter/
http://10000friends.ruralamerica.org/
http://10000friends.ruralamerica.org/


together urban and rural nonprofit organizations in support of rural America. 
We encourage you to learn more about how to participate! 

Thank you for your support, 

Sarah Mickelson 
 

 

 


