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New Rules for the National Housing Trust Fund, NDC 
Academy Awards 

  

 HUD Releases New Rules for NHTF 

Earlier this month, HUD released new rules for the National Housing Trust 
Fund, which was created by Congress in the Housing and Economic Recovery 
Act of 2008(HERA) to finance the construction, operation, and preservation of 
affordable housing for our nation's most vulnerable families. 

HUD referred to these changes as "Interim Rules" because the Department will 
reconsider provisions once the initial round of funding is made available. This 
could be as early as January 2016. 

While HERA directs NHTF monies to be distributed to each state using a 
needs-based formula, the Interim Rule provides further details on what factors 
will be considered. For an estimate of state allocations, check out this resource 
from the National Low Income Housing Coalition. 

https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/01/30/2015-01642/housing-trust-fund
http://nlihc.org/sites/default/files/StateAllocations_0115.pdf


Unfortunately, the Interim Rule does not provide a minimum allocation for rural 
housing and does not adopt a broader definition of "rural." According to the 
Interim Rule, some commenters recommended that the Department provide an 
adequate allocation of NHTF resources to rural areas. In response, HUD 
argued that the statute grants authority to each state to create a consolidated 
plan by assessing the state's housing needs and that each plan must describe 
priority housing areas, including rural housing.The Interim Rule also defines 
"rural" as all areas outside of a Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), even 
though half of all rural residents live in communities within MSAs. 

NDC Academy: Call for Community Development Projects 

This year, the National Development Council Academy 2015 will recognize and 
celebrate our nation's most dedicated and innovative community development 
professionals and their work. For more information about how to participate, 
register for NDC's webinar on February 11 at 1:00pm EST and remember to 
submit your projects by the February 21st deadline. 

Thank you for your support, 

Sarah Mickelson 
 

 

 

https://org2.salsalabs.com/o/5172/images/NDC%20Academy%20Call%20for%20Projects%20Informational%20Webinar%20Feb%2011.pdf

